
Five common landscaping mistakes that 
people in Altoona should stay away from 
A beautiful landscape can make your home feel very different, but 
even the best plans can go wrong if you don't do things the right 
way. A lot of people who live in Altoona, IA make small mistakes 
that turn into big problems over time. These problems affect both the 
look and health of their yards. If you stay away from these common 
mistakes, you can save money, time, and stress while keeping your 
yard looking good and working well all year. 

  

 1. Not paying attention to the health of the soil and how well it drains 

The ground is where healthy landscaping begins. Even the best design 
can be ruined by bad soil or bad drainage. You could end up with 
plants that can't grow if you don't test the soil first. In Altoona, soil 
that is too compacted or has a lot of clay in it can stop water from 
draining properly, which can kill plants and cause root rot. Before 
planting, professional landscapers like Lark Landscape always test 
and treat the soil to make sure it will grow well. 

 2. Planting Without a Plan for the Future 

 When you're at the nursery, it's easy to get excited and plant anything 
that looks nice, but if you don't have a plan, things can get messy 
quickly. Plants need room to grow. Too many people in one place not 
only looks bad, but it also blocks light and air. A good landscape plan 
takes into account the size, sunlight needs, and blooming season of 
each plant to make a design that lasts. 

3. Forgetting about seasonal upkeep 

 Landscaping isn't something you do once; it's something you do all 
the time. Weeds and pests can take over if you don't prune, fertilize, or 
clean up after each season. Regular upkeep keeps your yard tidy and 
stops problems from costing you a lot of money later on. Lark 
Landscape offers scheduled maintenance services in Altoona to make 
sure your yard looks great all year long. 

4. Picking cheap materials 

It might seem smart to save money on mulch, pavers, or edging at 
first, but cheap materials wear out quickly. Cracked pavers, faded 
stones, or rotting wood borders make the curb look bad. Buying high-
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quality materials means you won't have to do as much replacement 
work and the results will last longer. 

 5. Not Getting Professional Help 

Doing your own landscaping can be fun, but some jobs, like grading, 
building retaining walls, or installing irrigation systems, need 
experience. Professionals know how to stop erosion, handle drainage, 
and build things that will last. No one knows more about Altoona's 
soil, weather, and local plant types than Lark Landscape and other 
local experts. 

 Planning, patience, and accuracy are all important for making a 
beautiful yard. If you avoid these common mistakes, your landscaping 
will really add value to your home. Lark Landscape is the place to go if 
you want to make your yard better or change its design. Their team in 
Altoona, IA is skilled and creative, which helps keep your landscape 
looking great year after year. 

 


