
Everything You Need to Know About Tree 
Surgery in Galway: A Complete Guide 

 
The Importance of Professional Arboriculture in the West of Ireland 

When you look out at your garden in Galway, do you see a well-managed oasis or a 

wild, overgrown jungle? Trees are the lungs of our planet and the backbone of a 

beautiful landscape, but they require consistent care to remain safe and healthy. This is 

where the role of a professional tree surgeon becomes vital. For homeowners in 

Galway, Mayo, and Clare, understanding the full scope of tree surgery services is the 

first step toward maintaining a property that is both stunning and secure. 

Many people mistakenly believe that a tree surgeon's only job is to chop down trees. 

While tree felling is a significant part of the job, modern arboriculture is far more 

nuanced. It involves the cultivation, management, and study of individual trees, shrubs, 

and woody plants. At J.B. Property Maintenance, we have spent over 25 years 

perfecting these skills across the Connaught region, ensuring that local flora thrives 

despite the challenging Atlantic weather conditions. 

Core Services: Beyond the Chainsaw 

To truly appreciate the value of a tree surgeon in Galway, one must look at the specific 

techniques used to manage tree health. 

1. Tree Pruning and Shaping Pruning is arguably the most common task for an 

arborist. It isn't just about cutting back branches; it’s about directing growth. 

Techniques like crown reduction (reducing the overall size of the canopy) and crown 

thinning (removing selected branches to increase light and air penetration) are 

essential. In Galway’s damp climate, thinning a tree’s crown is crucial to prevent 

fungal diseases which thrive in stagnant, humid air trapped inside dense foliage. 

2. Tree Felling and Dismantling Sometimes, a tree is simply in the wrong place, or it 

has become diseased and dangerous. Felling a tree in an open field is one thing; 

dismantling a 50-foot Ash tree situated between a conservatory and a power line is 

another. This requires "sectional felling," where the tree is climbed and cut down piece 

by piece, often using rigging ropes to safely lower heavy timber to the ground. This 

creates a zero-impact removal, ensuring your lawn and property remain untouched. 

3. Stump Grinding After a tree is removed, the stump remains. Left alone, stumps can 

suckers (new shoots), attract pests, or simply be a trip hazard and an eyesore. 

Professional stump grinding machinery can chew the stump down well below surface 

level, allowing you to turf over the area or replant, effectively reclaiming your garden 

space. 

Why Local Knowledge Matters 

Hiring a "tree surgeon Galway" means hiring someone who understands the local 

environment. The soil conditions in Connemara differ vastly from the limestone lands 

of South Galway or Clare. A local expert knows which native trees—like the 
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Hawthorn, Oak, or Holly—thrive best in your specific soil type. They also understand 

the local pests and diseases, such as Ash Dieback, which has unfortunately become 

prevalent across Ireland. 

Furthermore, a local professional is well-versed in legal requirements. In Ireland, the 

Wildlife Act prohibits the cutting of hedges and trees during the nesting season 

(typically March 1st to August 31st), with some exceptions for health and safety. 

Additionally, specific large trees may be protected under Tree Preservation Orders 

(TPOs) issued by Galway City or County Council. Ignorance of these laws is no 

defense, and hiring a professional ensures you remain compliant with all local 

regulations. 

Safety First 

Tree surgery is statistically one of the most dangerous professions in the world. It 

involves heavy machinery, working at heights, and unpredictable falling weights. "DIY 

tree surgery" is a recipe for disaster. Professional arborists use specialized safety gear 

(PPE), harnesses, and lowering devices. More importantly, reputable companies like 

J.B. Property Maintenance carry full public liability insurance. This protects you, the 

homeowner, from any liability should an accident occur on your property. 

Conclusion 

Whether you have a dangerous leaning tree that keeps you awake during storms, or an 

overgrown hedge blocking your view of Galway Bay, professional intervention is the 

answer. Tree surgery is an investment in your property’s value and safety. By choosing 

a qualified, experienced, and insured team, you ensure that your garden remains a safe 

haven rather than a hazard. 

 


