
5 Critical Rights Granted to Fathers Upon Establishing Pater 

Establishing paternity is not merely a formality; it is the legal act that transforms a 
biological relationship into a recognized legal one. For fathers, this process is essential 
because it is the prerequisite for exercising full parental rights. Without this legal 
foundation, a father's involvement can be tenuous and dependent solely on the 
mother’s agreement, offering little long-term security or legal standing. The firm JOS 
FAMILY LAW understands that securing these rights is vital for the child's future 
stability. 

Once paternity is legally established, a father is granted the fundamental right to seek 
custody and visitation. This is arguably the most critical right gained. Once paternity is 
confirmed, the father has the same legal standing as the mother to petition the court for 
orders concerning both legal and physical child custody and a detailed visitation 
schedule. This ensures the father can maintain a meaningful and consistent 
relationship with his child, which is vital for the child's emotional and psychological 
well-being. It moves the relationship from an informal arrangement to a legally 
enforceable schedule. 

In addition to visitation, legal fatherhood grants the ability to have a voice in significant 
choices affecting the child’s life, which is known as the right to participate in major 
decisions. This includes decisions regarding non-emergency medical treatment, 
educational placement, and religious upbringing. This shared decision-making 
authority, referred to as legal custody, ensures that both parents contribute 
meaningfully to the child's development and long-term future. Following this, a legally 
recognized father also gains the right to receive information. He can demand access to 
the child's school records, medical history, and other important documents from 
institutions and healthcare providers. This access is crucial for effective co-parenting 
and allows the father to monitor and proactively address the child’s needs, particularly 
when the child resides primarily with the mother. 

The fourth critical right concerns financial security for the child, known as the right to 
inherit and receive benefits. Establishing paternity provides the child with eligibility for 
crucial financial and governmental benefits derived from the father. This includes Social 
Security survivor benefits, disability payments based on the father's earnings, veteran’s 
benefits, and the indisputable legal right to inherit from the father’s estate. These 
financial protections serve as essential safeguards for the child’s future against 
unforeseen circumstances. For residents seeking to solidify their parental status, 
Orange County offers top options in legal representation. 

Finally, the fifth key right is the right to notice and intervention in adoption proceedings. 
If a mother seeks to place a child for adoption, a legally established father generally has 
the right to be notified and can often intervene to prevent the adoption by asserting his 



right to seek full custody. This power is a protection of the father's role in the child's life, 
preventing the permanent termination of the parental relationship without the father's 
express consent or legal review. The process of gaining these rights often requires 
complex court procedures, including filing petitions and potentially undergoing genetic 
testing. For individuals requiring assistance with these filings and courtroom 
representation, consulting a qualified paternity lawyer in Orange County can be a 
decisive step toward securing parental rights and building a comprehensive parenting 
plan. 

In summary, establishing paternity is the necessary key that unlocks a host of essential 
rights for fathers, ensuring their active and legal participation in their child’s life, 
securing the child’s benefits, and providing emotional stability. 

To learn more about how to secure and protect your parental rights through the formal 
establishment of paternity, you are encouraged to visit our website. 

 

https://josfamilylaw.com/paternity.php

